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A Chriſtian EPISTLE to Friends in 
General, Cc. 


Dear and Tenderly Beloved Friends, and Called of God 
every where | 
JN a real and deep fence of my Heavenly Fathers Loye 
"Þ - and tender Mercy revealed through his moſt dgar Sony our 
_ 7 bleſfed Lord gnd Saviour Jc{vs Chriſt, which 1 am 
| (with many more) livingly madea partaker of, doth my Life 
and Spirit yery dearly and tenderly ſalute you, as truly and moſt 
heartily wilhing and praying, that divine Grace, Mercy and 
* Peace, with all, Spiritual Bleſſings and Divine Favoury in Chriſt 
Jeſus, may be encreaſed and multiplyed among you, and unto 
yon, to your great Conlolation, Peace and Proſperity in the Love 
of God 


Dear Friends, | finding for ſome time of late a living and holy 
conſtraint and preſſure of Spirit to communicate ſome things of 
weight and concern unto you, reſpeting your Safety, Peace 
and Proſperity in. the bleſſed unchangeable Truth, am opened 
and. encouraged by the precious Life and Spirit of our God, to 
be clear and free therein towards you all, and that in diſcharge 
of my tender Conſcience in the ſight and preſence of the God of 
my Lite, whom | ſerve with my Spirit in the Goſpel of his dear 
Son, a | have ſincerely done from my Youth upward, bleſſed be 
hiy pure. Name forever. And haying bad theſe many Years ex- 
perience, 1n the, weighty Service of the Lord onr God through 
mavifold, Exerciſes,. Burthens, Spiritual Travels and Oppoli- 
tions, 1 may not hide my Talent, nor conceal thoſe things my 
Lord and Maſter requires me to divulge for the Safety and Good 
of his Pco;)le in-their. ſeveral] Conditions, , States and Atrtain- 
merits,, as having long ard truly ſeen, the. goodnels of rhe Lord 
intke Land of the Living, and the good and bleſſed Eſtate of 
-his choſen, and faithful Ones; for which I praiſe the Name of the 
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Lord my Redeemer, in whom 4 4 believed through' his divine - 
Goodnels, never-to-be forgotten by any of us ; as alſo being 
not ignorant of, or unaquainted with the many. Wiles, yarious 
Workings angd-epths of Satan, the great Adveriary of, mans 
Felicicy, and of the Peace of God's People, who worketh upon 
the divers luclnations, muiable AﬀeCtians, Wills, Weakncelles 
and lnfirmities of the Sons of Men, to deceive, pervert, de- 
prave and corrupt them, that they -may the more ealily be led 
ceptive by himac his Will, in their following their own unſub- 
jected Wills and Spirits, You therefare (my dear Frirnds) who 
have livingly felt, and taſted of the Lord's Power and Goodneſs, 
and known his Work in your Hearts, ip order ta your Dclive- 
rance and Redemption out of the Evil, World, and the Corrup- 
tions thereof, prize his tender Mercies and Goodneſs, and for« 
get them not: Let the holy fear of the Lord God be your Trea+ 
{ure and true. Wildom, and Underſtanding,the Stability of your 
times in Righteouſneſs + ' Ler your fincere Love to the pure 
Name and 1 ruth of the Lord, and one unto another be con- 
tinucd--in that: unchangeable- Truth and Power of an- Endleſs . 
Life, . whereunto the Lo1d hath called us; and 1 pray God in : 
creaſe your Love and Zeal for his Glorious Name and Chriſtian 
Te<nderneſs, and Brotherly Aﬀettion one towards another, that 
Life for- evermore may be your Bleſſing and Portion, as it will 
be toall them who dwell in Amity,true Lovye,and Unity of Spirit 
in our Lord Jefus Chriſt, which js a moſt joyful, comfortable and 
bleſſed ſtate, which too many Profeffors of Truth are ſhort of, for 
want of keeping near to the Lord, in his holy fear & Love of his 
bleſſed Name and Truth,whaſe negligence and unfaithfulneſs to 
Truth in themſelyes-hath cauſed a decay of Love, & want of Cha- 
rity towards othcrs; and then inſtead-of humbly waiting and de- 
nding upon the Lord, ſome have exalted themſelves in a Self- 
Self- conceit,& -Aﬀection to preheminence in judgment over 
© 2. until thereby Divaſfions and Self- ſeparationshave- been - 
cavſed and Itirred up by them,to the great grief of the Spirits of | 
the upright, who- have kept their - Integrity -to the Lord, his 
Truth ar:d People. And this Self-Exaltation, lighting and con- 
temning others, have been,and are the great Evils, Snares and 
Engines wherewith the Adyerfary catches them that never were . 

: thropghly;. 


thronghly ſibjeted into true | fomillty, Mortification, true 
| Self-cenial, or dying with Chriſt; ſuch, choug! under Profeſ- 
ſion of Trurh, may make a great ſhew ard flourihh tor a time in 
outward appearance, Leaves and Bloiloms, -yet they viivg not 
forth Fruit-urto perfeftion, or ripeneſs in Chriſt, Thetetore 
beware of Self-exalcation, beware of an Earthly $Spiric entring, 
beware of Covetouſneſs; which is Idolatry : - Let not tne Earra 
interpole berwixt any of your Souls, and the brighin<fs of that 
divine Glory whictrhas appeared even in our Day and Times. 
Spiritual Gifts may be loſt, or fallen thore of, if the Fountain 
of them4the holy Spirir of Life it ſeif,be nor diligently minded & 
followed; and where Love cowards God and his Truth decays in 
any, their love towards his Servants and People grows cold, 
and then their Gifts decreaſe and dye, as the Life of them 1s 
withdrawn or departed from, or that Love loſt which is the more 
excellent way; for 1f / want Charity (or Love) 1 am nothing, 
What Gifts, Openings, Diicoveries, Viſions, Revelations, 
Wiſdom, Knowledge or Underſtanding foever any . have, yet 
ſtill 'ris the heavenly Root muſt bear them, they- muſt keep low 
their Minds and Spirits to that from whence Life and Love 


ſprings, or elle they fall, wither, dye and become empty, un- * 


charitable and hard-hearred ; . and there the Enemy as his Evil 
Ends upon them, in betraying them, and corrupting their ninds 
from the Truth, from Life, from Love, from the Invocency 


and Simplicity which is in Chrilt, the Way; - the Truth and - 
the Life; and there's a danger in being too early and forward to 


cenſure and judge others, and in judging, cenſuring, and under- 
valuing others Gifts, Miniſtry and Labongggyghom God hath cal- 
led. into his Work and Service ; for ſomeWereby may either 
loſe their own Gifts, Life and Strength, or fall ſhort of thoſe 
heavenly Gifts, - which-otherwiſe they mighr- attain ro,” if they 
kept low and tender in Humility, Love & Scciety with their Bre- 
thren, whereby they might alſo be ſerviceable with them : For [ 
have ſeen in my time ſome who never palſed throngh Judgment in 
themſelves,yet very cenſorious, judging,detraQting and whiſper: 
ing againſt their Brethren, lighting them, their Miniſtry - and 

rs, who themſelves have greatly loſt by it ; and Ged in 


diſpleaſure hath ſuffered them to diſcover their own weekneS 
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and nakedreſs, for their own abaſement under the righteons 
| nt of Truth. And ?cis evident from this kind of exalted 
. eenſorions, whiſpering andenvious Spirit (which worketh nbe 
for Love and Unjon) have proceeded the ſeveral Diviſions, Schiſms 
and Separarions which have happened, to the great trouble of the 
Churchof Chriſt inour days, as in the: Primsrive Chriſtians days, 
And the ſeveral ſorts of Apofates & Backſliders from Truth ſhew 
what, and what kind: and manner of Spirit they went-and -BO 
out in by their Works and Fruits, whether in a Spirit of Pride 
and Ambition, ina Spirit of Envy and Hypocriſie, in a ſcornfal 
contemning Spirit, in a coveteus. earthly Spirit, in a {ooſe prophane 
Spirit, or in a drunken debauched-Spirit of Ranteriſm and flefhly 
Liberty, which come all from one evil Root and Seed, according 
. to the various corrupt: Inclinations.;and ; Wills of Men, upon 
which the Enemy works and appears with Baits and Temptati- 
ons ſuitable thereunto, that he may prevail the more. And *is 
certain, that the envious Apoſtates,. and wilful Adverſaries were 
the moſt troublcſome to the Pri»tive Churches of Chriſt and his 
holy. Apoſtles in their day, andſoin ours. Therefore bleſſed 
and truly happy are they that keep their Habitations in the Truth 
and love of God, and live in Chriſtian Love and Chari'y one to- 
- wards another ; for ſuch walk in the Light, where there's no 
occaſion of ſtumbling, or ſcandal. And as 'twas Evidence unto 
the Primitive Chriſtians,that they were paſled from Death to Life, 
becauſethey loved the Brethren, and that they had purified their 
Souls through their Obedicnce of the holy Spiric unto unfeigned 
Love of the Brethren. Even ſonow the ſame Evidence & Teſtimo- 
ny remains and lives-in and for all them that dwell in the Love of 
God one towards another : For-all Envy, Prejudice, Back- birings, 
- 'Whiſperings, T ale-carrying, Lying, Heats, Paſſions, Provecationt, 
Reviling, Railing, Clanonrs, Scorn, Con:empt, ul Language, Flat- 
rery and Hypocriſie,are to be utterly put away, avoided, judged, 
condemned, and forever excluded the Camp of God, for they 
proceed from the falle and degenerate Birth, evil Seed and Spi- 
Tir, and not from the true Seed or Birth which 44 Thnvcenr, ” atid 
hurts no body by Word or Afton, in Perſon, Name Repura- 
tion or Property, for that's tender inall theſe things» For falſe 
Reports, Whiſptrings, Backrbitings and Tale carrying Cauſe ptr 
an 


» 


I 


- nga * 
, - 


| 7 
and Diviſion, and are condemned J the Law of God and Light 
of Chriſt, and expreſly forbidden by God himſelf, Thou ſhalt noe 


be as one that carries T alts up and down among my People : Thou. 


ſhalt not receive 4 falſe Tale, nor raiſe 4 falje Report againſt the 
Lord's People, nor do bis Prophets or Servants anybarm, And all 
who profeſs the Truth, or make mention of the Name of the 
Lord among.us, ought to. watch over their own Spirits, Wills 
and Paſſions,. and have acarcof hurting one another, or cruth- 
ing any tender Spirjt or Plant,” or ſtopping or quenching any 
Spiritual Gift,;or Teſtimony God-has given, how little or low 
ſoevex it may be, or-ſeem ; for ſome of 2 tender Spirit are ſoon- 
er huxt and wonnded; than healed. All keep in Chriſtian Hu- 
mility, Meekneſs, Patience, Gentleneſs, and Tender hearted- 


neſs towards, anther. And: Elders and Overſeers in the 
Churches of Chriſt muſt be Examples of Believers, both in Hu- 


mllity; - Meckneſs, Patience- and.' Condelcention,, as Chriſtian 
Patterns and not ſelf-willed,. nor ſoon angry, nor given to 
Paſſion,Striving, Heats or Contention : Such Chriſtiun Examples: 
and Behaviour in the Houſe and Church of the living-God,tends 
greatly to. keen qut and prevent Contentions, and contentious 
Spiritz,,avd to the comfort and encouragement of the upright- 
hearteds” who Ate; willing-to. ſerve. the Lord, his Truth-and 


people; 

My dear Friends, the Lord our God has been good- to us; a 
tender Father through all our Tryals, Sufferings and Exerciſes, 
in,upholding, vs by ihis free Spirit; accompanying us with' his 

elence, 


comforting vs; ji! our Afflictians,, with his revewed: 
ercies and multjnlie&Favours, in preſerving us a living people” 


to his praiſe until this day, and affording vs this preſent Liberty 
we. have ot late epjoyed,. and do pertake of the benefit and ad- 


vantage thereofj ih our publick, peaceable and Religious AG - 
ſemblies, for the Exalcation of, the glorious Name, holy Truth, 


and divine. Power -of the Lord: our God. Whereſofe: we have 
great'canle to prize his tender Mercies and Goodnefbs to vs, and 
walk, humbly pader'the ſence thereof, that a right ufe and im- 
proyement may be made of all the Mercies and Priviledges we 


do, enjoy, and. fich a good-uſc. of the preſent Liberty, as that: 


Nope. grow. cargicha, or1 negligent ». indificrent of .luke-warm: 


becauſe ; . 
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becauſe thereof, nor any to fit: ownat eaſe In the Fleſh,or in the - 
Earth,and therein promiſe 1 hemſelves ſecurity from further Suf- 
$11ngs or Tryals,becave of the ate preſentienjoyment of liberty. 
and calc from Periec''tion : Tins is no-govd alc of the preſent 
Meicy, nor fate Conclufion, -for God has many ways to try his 
people, and Nationa! Calamitics and Diltreſſes (whereof his 
own pcople ſomerimes partake). are not at'an end, -nor the 
Judgments (incurred by Iniquity) turned away, becauſe of the 
continued Provocations,, Wickedneſs, 'Rebellions -againſt God, | 
their Abominations, Pride, Hypocrilies, Deceits, Falſhood and ' 
Preſumption abounding in this and other profeſſing Nations a= 
gainſt the great and righteous God, the Judge of all, who is ſo 
Jong ſparing and forbearing, as he is to this Nation, meerly 
for his ſinal] Remnant and Seed's ſake, which is already gather- 
ed, and to be gathered. | 

Yer the great God will diſtreſs Nations, and cauſe the Earth' 
'to tremble before him, and Overturnings and DCeſolations in the 
Earth, hefore Calamitics are ended, or Chriſt's peaceable King- 
dom be ſet up more generally in the Earth, or where as yetit is 
oppolſcd and reliſted : For the cauſe why Wars, Deſolations, and 
the devourmy Sword are already in great Judgment etitred io 
many Nations and Countries, is becaule of the Crying Sins, - 
Great Provocations, Perſecutiors and Crnelties in the dark 
Places of the Eirth. | X 

And dear Friends, Brethren and Siſters, whom I truly love-in ' 
the: Lord, who retain your Integrity and Love in the bleſſed 
onchangable Truth,you cannot be unſenſible how that the Lord's 
Harveſt is great, and what need of faithful Labourers there: 
now is, an effetnal Door being open in this time of Liberty, the 
Lord in Mercy has granted for the good of many poor Souls, 
that-they may come and receive the Truth in the Jove of it ; and” 
that they. who have been, or are of a fearful Heart, may re-' 
ceive ſtrength, 'and know the Lord to be their Savioour and Re: 
deemer, in this his Evangelical Day, and free and bleſſed op-' 
portunity he has affarded. And yet thqugh this Harveſt be 

reat, the diligent and faithtul Labourers are but few now rai-' 
» 1p, in Compariſon of the greatneſs of the Herveſt, and'ne- 
cellity of the Work, many of. our angientBreakten,) and; Dian 

14244 | ellow- 


MD, 


fellow-Labourers and _—_ in Chriſt, being taken away, 
l 


and gone to their Ever gReſt, having faithfully ſerved 
out their Day and Generation, fulfilled and finiſt®d their Te- 
Nimony with Joy and Peace, and obtain'd a Crown of Glory 
that .ſball never fade away. 

And this very matter has been often ſeriouſly upon my 
Thoughts, and weighty Conſiderations, What ſhould be the 
Cauſe or Reaſon why ſo few faithful Labourers,and clear Goſpel 
Miniſters have been of late raiſed up, or now. brought forth? 
(though ſome be in a good lively Teſtimony, bleſſed be the Lord) 
and it clearly appears to me; Fir/t, That few are given upin 
their Spirits for this weighty Service, (as we were in the begin= 
ning) who are in ſome i gifted and qualified. 

Secondly, Few ſincerely ſeek the Lord,or hae waited upon him 
with fervent Deſires, Prayer and Syupplication, that they may be 
gifted,  indued and qualified with Power, Wiſdom, Faith, Pa- 
rience, &c. for the Work of the Miniſtry of Chriſt Jeſus ; 
whereas if any man want Wiſdom, he (hould ask it of God, 
. and he ſhall not miſs of a gracious anſwer to the deſire of his 
Soul, who ſincerely asks, ſeeks and knocks at Wiſdom's Gate. 
Whatſoever ye «th in my Name (ſaith Chrilt) believe that ye ſhall 
recegve it, and it ſhall be ven you. You know Solomar?s Requeſt 
to the Lord, for an enderftanding Heart, to SR, 
his choice of Wiſdom rather than Riches, or long Lite, how it 
pleaſed God, 1 fps 10. 
. _ Thirdly, Very few have their Minds and Spirits re- 
ally and inwardly exerciſed in frequent Prayer, and dai- 
74 Supplicatipn to God, or in heavenly Meditation, or 


ritual Corjtemplation in Gods pure and ſpiritual Laws, * 


Ways, Jugdments and Works, or in holy Scriptures, by 
the hol Spirit, which opens them, but too_ many have 
their Minds, Hearts avd AﬀeQtions taken vp with theſe fading 
Objets and Things below, minding earthly things, or overe 
charged with the love of Riches, Cares and Cumbers of this 
Life to compaſs the Earth, wherein many a pood Tallent has 
been hid, apd poor Soul buried in Captivity : Whereas it re- 
vires an inward and ſerious Exerciſe of Spirit toward God, 
t and fervent Prayer = Supplication unto him, an in- 


ward 
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ward and diligent attention upon him, who is the giver of eve 


good and pertet Gift, to obtain both divine Wiſdom, and @* ” 


weighty living clear Evangehical Miniſtry. For *tis the ſanRified 

Hearts and Souls who truly fear God, into whom only Wiſdom 

entreth, and maketh them Friends of God, and Prophets. The 

Lord will have an inward (piritual,fincere & zealous People, Oh! 

Inward watchfulneſs, —_— and Svpplication to Almighty God 

have been, and arg too much negle&ed by many ; | pray God they 

may ſcriouſly examine, and find out the cauſes'in' themſelves with 

the Light of Chriſt Jeſas, -and bring all to the'righteous judg«. 
ment thereof. 

_ . Fowthly, If any of the younger ſort, who »re in ſome mea-. 
"ſure indued with' fpiritoa Gifes and 'Knowledfe,; do letup a 

flight and diſ:eſteem in 4heir Minds'gf their-elder Brethren,who 

are experienced in the Work and: Service of God, and keep 

not in Society or Union with them in the 'Spirit/of Love,. and of 


a ſound Mind, but give way unto « ſingularity, ”abounding in 


their own ſence, not keeping low and humble before the Lord, 
nor little in their own Eyes ; ſuch neither grow in Life,, nor:in 


divige Openings, nor increaſe in their Gifts, nor 'come to-attain . 


to a weighty clear Evangelical Miniſtry and Service, but rather 
looſe, dye, and, wither, unleſs they | come into tree Humility, 
Self-denyal, Reconciliation, Love and Union with their elder 


faithful Brethren, who in. the love 'of God would tenderly help . 


them, and not hinder them in the Work -and Service of the 
| Loprdour God. Vie 


lt is both a great Grief and Scandal alſs" to ſee many of the | 


| younger ſort, who frequent our Meetings, and even of Friends 
Children alſo, degenerating into Pride, and height: of :Spirit, 


and Apparel, ſonearly to immitate and'bordet upon the World, 
as too to many do, contrary to the G#atiry, Modeſty, Sobtery, 


Plainneſs, Simplicity, Innocency and Hurility, 'which -Troth)re- 
vires in Example, as well as in Spirit, and which 'Trath at 
rſt led many into, and as ſtill it doth lead and.orderthemn that 

truly loye and obey it :' In which 1 pray God to wattle'and order 

his People, and that no plea nor excuſe may be made to main- 
tain Pride, Vanity or Immodeſty in Apparel,- which//only-gra- 
tihes vain airy Minds and Spirits, and the Luſt of the carnal 

Eye, 
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Eye, and wp the tender, and gives occaſion of Reproach 
and Stumb ing to them that are withont, and to ſuch as are ſo- 
berly & Religioully inclined. Oh /*tis precious to keep low an 
'huwble before-the Lord, and to walk as living Examples © 
Chriſtian Humility ; « lowly Mind js content with low things, and 
loves plainneſs. And this is obſervable, that if never ſo much 
be truly and ſincerely preached in ne-jas againſt Pride and 
Vanity in Apparel, &c. if it be indulged or conived at at home 
| ia Children or young Perſons, by Parents, Guardians, or Over- 
| ſeers, all Preaching, Inftruftion and Warning proves to them 
but as Water ſpilt apon the Ground, and takes no Impreſlion, 
« | whilſt through ſuch Encouragement & Indulgence at home,they 


imbrace a Spirit of Pride & Irreverence towards God, & diſregard 
to his Truth and People; and though ſome Formality;and ſome. 
t thing of the form of Truth they may have by outwardEducation, 
| 2ciz not by the Work of Regeneration, for *1is but few in compa- 
riſon thaereally come in at That Door ; and therefore [ have 
had often a Godly Fear upon. me of the ſpringing up of de- 
- generate Plants amongſt us, and a degenerate Generation to 
the dilhonour of Truth, and our holy Profeſſion after our 
days. it's they who are inclining and getting into the 
Spirit of the World,and Liberty out of the Truth,who live not 
in Humilify, norin the Fear of God, that give ſecret ſtrength 
to an apc turbulent Spirit, which . has been the Churches 
| Exerciſe of late Years, and that are moſt eafily catched with 
that Apoſtate Spirit, and feigned Words of the lnſtruments 
| thereat, wh6ſe Work is, to ſow Diſcord, and make Diviſions, 
| Schiſms and - Separations (which. are Fruits of the Fleſh) for 
if all had been faithful to,the Light, and kept in, Humility 
| and Love of Truth, and one another, there had been, no En- 
mity one towards another , nor ſmiceing of fellow-Seryant 
but the Fear of God would have preſerved them out © 
thoſe Snares of Death, which that Spirit of Diſcord leads 
irto. Howbeit, 1 am wel] ſatisfied in the Lord, that he will 
never ſuffer a general or final Apoſtacy or Degeneration ; the 
Brightneſs of our Day, and Glory of our Sun of Righteouſneſs 
ſhall never be extinguiſhed : Although too many through the 
Adverſary*s Subtilty and a » together with their 
2 own 


_ 
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en. carnal: and corrupt. Inclinations, are apt to - degenerate; 

and their Minds to be exalted and alienated from the Fear of; 
God, from the Croſs of Chriſt, from Humility and Lowlie. 
neſs of Mid, from true and, Conſcientious. Tenderneſs, from, 
loye to tlie Brethren, from-lnnocency,, Plainneſs and Sim-. 
Plicity that's in Chriſt, both in cheirSpirirs, Language and. 
Habits, who- therefore ought. to. be faithfully. admonilhed, , 
and tenderly inſtrufted, by which, means. ( together, with a. 
meck.and gentle tehaviour.) many haye. been gained, and: 
many. may, yet be recovered ant of. the Snares. of Satan, who. 
have bcen taken. Captive at unawares z,, Having Compaſſion of 

ſort, naking « D fferonce, bas often reached the tender t. 
in them, and in. relation to. others more_deeply prejudiced.. 
IL. :emem''cr_a. cautious ſaying, of, an antient and faithful Bro-. 
ther decealed, viz. Where we cannot make them better, we. muſt 

take heed we do not make them worſe. The Lord keep his. 
People, in his holy Fear, watchful and humble before. him;, 
io true Love. ard tender Heartedneſs, that they -may, reccive : 
Wiſdom from hin to bebaye themfelves, and to migiſter ſuita- 

bly to all conditions. , - 

And all dear and tenderly beloved Fiiend:, . with all who are. 
effeually convinced of God's holy, Truth and Name, . and. 
do profeſs the ſame: In the holy fear of God, . in his Light. 
Watch and Pray couſtantly (without fainting) againſt your 
Souls ſubtil_ Adverſary in al) bis Attempts to beget ito Self- 
exaltation and Prejudice to ſmite fellow-Servants,, and cauſe 
Diviſions or Offences ;, for that's the Enemy*s Work. 

And Friends, haye not the Faith of, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: 
with reſpe&: of Perſons: This was antient, , and Chriſtian. 
Counſel. So let not the Rich 2nd High contemn the Low and. 
Mean; let not uncertain Riches, puff any up,. or exalt them. 
above their Brethren :- Nor. any Brother of High degree (in . 
earthly Enjoyments) flight or. contemn their Brethren of low. 
degree, ſome ſincere-hearted and ſerviceable Friends and Bre- 
tbren have enjoyed. plenty of the. World's Goods, and yet. 
through. Loſſes, Suff;rings, Diſappointments, or other*s unjuſt. 
Dealings by them, are. brought low in the World,. and they, 
mere. eſtxeemed when .ig Proſperity, It, would be very Un. 

| cbriltian 


(13): \ 

chriſtian and Sinful, te ſlight or dif eſteem them: in- their Ad= 
verſity, which is their Tryal: The Poor of this World, who 
are rich in Faith, whom-God hath choſen, are near unto. bim, 
their Faith- is the more tryed by. their Poverty and lowneſs ; 
and how ſoon T hat may be the tryal of many that are Rich 
they know not ; therefore *cis very unſafe for any to truſt in «»- 
cer:ain Kiches, Or to be exalted or [lifred up becauſe of them, - 
bat rather-humly to depend upon the living God, and truſt in 

him, and love & eſteem their Brethren in Truth, how mean and 

low ſoever in this World, know:ng that with God there's 

no- reſpcCt. of Perſons, - nor with them who truly bear bis 

Image. 

And pray Friends, keep ont all Diſputes and Controverſies 
which-ſome buſie Spirits in the World are incident unto, as 
about outward Revolutions, Governments, State- Affairs, and 
Kingdoms of this World : . Let not their: Diviſiens- divide you, - 
nor their Strife and Contentiors - about the ourward Court 
and forms Religion, earthly Kingdoms and. Crowns (that will; 
fade) influence any among, yovu,. #0 contend, or become parrics - 
about themy. but quiecty*TervE- and wiis npon Gay - in your 
Places-and Stations, where he hath ſet-yoa, and ſubmiſſively / 
leave all-to his over-ruling Power, Wiſdom and Providence, - 
to do.or ſuffer _ to come to pals, as he pleaſeth ; for none 
may ſay to- him,” What deſt thou? (Though Aten men may be 
warned as: God ſhall- require) and he knows what's beſt for 
his People, and will cauſe all things to work together for good 
to thenr tia love him ; his Kingdonrrame more and more, his 
bleed: Will be done in} Heaven and Earth, who is Judge of all, 
and ſees all Hearts, Intents and Deſigns of men throughout 
the whole World, And. you know that as we cannot make 
Fleſh our Arm, nor therewith tight for oneor apother ; 'Stillneſs 
and Quietneſs, Innocency and Good-will towards all men ac- 
carding to- our Chriftien Principle, is therefore the beſt and ſa- 
veſt ſtare and condition, wherein we all may approve our. 
ſalves as the Lord's b:1dden Ones, and of them that are quiet in - 
the Land: Be ſtill, and know that the Lord is God, and that he 
will be exalted in his everlaſting Kingdom and Dominion over . 
all the. Kingdoms of men : . Neither let the World's Crnfſoen | 
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confound. you,' nor the World's Diſtradtions diſtrat you, or 
any of you, nor the removing of Mountains in the -Earth, re- 


move you from the Lord's Mountain, nor the unſtable Waters * 


or toſſing Waves toſs you, or influence any of you; to dilcome 
poſe or hurry you from your peaceable Habitations, but keep in 
your ſtrong-Hold, your Rock and Foundation, Chrift 7eſwe, 
nor let any thing divert you 'from minding his Kingdom of 
Peace above all, which is not of this World, out of which mens 
Luſts, and the ground and occaſion of Wars and Fighting are 
excluded : For in Salem « his Tabernacle. 

Oh let all quietly wait upon the All-ſeeing, Righteous Holy 
God, to ſee his good End through all, and his righteous De- 
termination and Deciſion of the Controverſ{es amongſt men : 
And keep in Innocency and peaceable Converſation towards 
all, and -{nnoffeniſively under, and towards the Civil Govern- 
ment, giving 80 real occaſion of Offence, but as becomes true 
Chriſtians walk in Love and Good-Will towards all, both 
high and low; for herein hath been, and will be our Safety and 
Confidence through all our Tryals, being preſerved by-the 
Power and Goodneſs of the Lord. our God, as his peculiar 
People, who is our Stay, our Rock and Refuge, bleſſed be his 
Name forever. O! forget not to praiſe the Lord for all his 
tender Mercies and peculiar Favonrs and Goodncls in our.pre- 
ſervation until this dayz knowing alſo, that they who ſincerely 
and ſtedfaſtly truſt in his Name and Power, ſhall be as Mount 
Sion, that ſhall never be removed, and that as his Servant Da- 
vid declared, It is better to truſt in the Lord, then 10 put Confie 
dence in man: It 5: better to truſt in the Lord than to put Confi- 
dence i» Princes, P(al. 118.8, 9, I pray God keep all his People 
-- A _ Dependance upon him, and Confidence in him te 

ce end. | 


Finally, my tenderly beloved Friends and Brethren, having 
thns far cleared my Conſcience in the ſight of God, in the living 


ſence of his Preſence and Counſel in theſe matters, as relating ' 


to ſeveral States and Dangers, I recommend all to the Faithfu 
_ and true Witneſs in themlelves, to make the particular and juſt 
Application, and'to makeevery one ſenſible of the weight and 
lively 
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lively Impreſſions of theſe and aii other Chriſtian Cautions and 
Warnings, proceeding from thence through any of the Ser- 
yants of Chriſt, for the Safety and Peace of a'! the Lord's 

ple among us, even to the lealt and lowelt of his Flock, and 
thoſe Convin:cd among us, 'who are called by kis Grace to the 
| Confeſſion of his holy Name and I ruth, 

The God of Peace be with you all, and bleſs yon, and en- 
creaſe Righteouſneſs, Peace, Love and Union among his Peo= 
| le every where, that all may be {tediaft in the Truth, true and 
| aithful in their Day and Time, to the end of their Days ; Amen, 


Ames, 
| Your faithful Friend and Brother in Chriſt, 


Londen , the 28th 
of the »th Mon Gcozge Whitehead, 
1609. & CLOIFE 
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THE END. 


